
Language Arts 107 Syllabus

2008-2009 School Year
	Instructor: Mr. Holenchik

Title of Course: Language Arts 107

Subject Area: 7th grade Language Arts

Credits: 1
	-
Clock Hours: 120

Pers/Week: 5

Weeks/Year: 36


Course Description:
Seventh grade language arts will provide the student with an opportunity to participate in three main areas of study: grammar, literature, and composition.  Through the study of these main areas, the students will gain experience in reading, writing, speaking, and listening.

Textbooks:
Warriner, John E. and Kinneavy, James L. Elements of Writing, First Course.  Austin, TX: Holt, Rinehart, & Winston, 1998.

Discoveries in Literature. Classic Edition. Glenview, Illinois: Scott Foresman, 1991.

Novels: (These are novels available—classes will not all read the same novels)

· Hinton, S. E. The Outsiders. New York: Dell Publishing, 1967.

· L’Amour, Louis. Sackett. New York: Bantam Books, 1971.

· Paulsen, Gary. Hatchet. New York: Aladdin Paperbacks, 1987.

· Raskin, Ellen. The Westing Game. New York: Puffin Books, 1978.

· Richter, Conrad. The Light in the Forest. New York: Curtis Publishing Company, 1971.

· Avi. Nothing but the Truth. Austin, Texas: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1991.

Requirements:
Instruction will include the use of graphic organizers for writing and reading assignments.  In addition, students will receive handouts and worksheets explaining and/or providing them with extra practice.  Students will be assessed by a variety of methods including tests, writing (paragraphs and essays), homework assignments, class discussion and short verbal presentations, class participation, and cooperative learning exercises.
Late Work: Homework is to be submitted on the day that it is due.  A grade of zero will be recorded for an assignment that is not submitted on time or is incomplete without sufficient reason.  Also, if you have been required to bring specific materials to class (for example, a handout from a previous class), you will be expected to have them on the assigned day.   If you are absent, it is your responsibility to check with the teacher about work that you have to complete or obtain.  Please submit the homework at the next class.  If you have been absent more than two consecutive days, you should check with me in order to establish a due date.

Compositions and similar writing assignments are to be submitted on the day that they are due.  A paper will have ten (10) points deducted per day, up to three days, for being late; after three days it will not be accepted and will be graded as a zero.  A day is counted as a day that you are in school.  If the paper is due on a day you are absent, it should be submitted immediately upon your return.  Please do not tell me that you could not work on your assignment because you were absent, on a field trip, and so forth.  You will be given ample time to complete all final copies; don’t wait until the last minute to work on them.

Student Responsibilities: 
· Ask questions to ensure understanding and to assist in your concentration and attention.

· Think about what you are hearing or seeing and how it relates to the rest of the material.

· Relate the information to what you already know.

· Apply the information to new situations and to other classes.

· Complete your work on time and to the best of your ability.

· Use your time effectively in and out of class.  Be respectful of others.
Grading:
	Tests (including some written work)  60%

Homework                                       30%     

Class Participation/In-class work     10%
	Homework will not always be collected, but it will be checked for credit.  Assignments requiring more than a few sentences will usually be collected and graded based upon the PSSA writing rubric. Paragraphs and whole essays will be graded based upon the PSSA writing rubric.  Class Participation is graded based upon the PSSA standards, 1.6 Listening and Speaking (URL    http://www.pde.state.pa.us/k12/lib/k12/Reading.pdf )     


Language Arts 107 Units for the school year (order can vary and some units overlap information):
Unit 1. The parts of speech
Unit 2. The sentence

Unit 2. Writing complete sentences

Literature Unit 1. Authors include Robert Cormier and Louis L’Amour

Unit 3. Writing paragraphs (further sentence structure)
Unit 4. Complements

Literature Unit 2. Authors include Richard Wright and Toni Cade Bambara

Unit 5. Agreement

Unit 6. Verb usage

Unit 7. Pronoun usage

Unit 8. Adverb and adjective usage

Unit 9. Writing an essay

Unit 10. Novel Unit (see selections on page 1)
Unit 11. Capitalization

Unit 12. Mechanics

Final Exam

