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A Message from the Superintendent,
Mrs. Tonya DeVecchis-Kerr
Happy Spring to all! With the end of the school year right
around the corner, I reflect back to all of the wonderful
accomplishments and memories made by our students.
Each goal reached or knowledge gained will be a benefit
to each student throughout their lives. This past winter
was one of difficult decisions regarding the weather and
school. I appreciate the patience that everyone showed
with the decisions that were made regarding school
delays, cancellations and early dismissals. Thank you!
Congratulations!
To the Class of 2014 on their graduation from Moshannon Valley High School, you are wished sincere
congratulations! All your dreams can come true
only if you have the courage to pursue them. May
you always keep learning, growing, and realizing the best in yourself. Commencement will be
held on Friday, June 6, 2014. Enjoy and be safe.
Sixth Grade Orientation
In an effort to make 6th grade orientation more
meaningful, we are moving it from a Spring date
to Tuesday, August 19th from 6:00-8:00 PM. Students and parents / guardians will meet in the auditorium for an introduction. They will receive student schedules, a new student orientation packet,
and follow a simulated bell schedule to have an
opportunity to meet teachers, find their way, locate
their locker and ask any questions they may have. We
are asking coaches and the band not to hold any junior
high practices during that time so that all students may
attend. We are looking forward to havng our newest
7th grade students visit and prepare for the transition!
Comprehensive Planning (Strategic Plan)
This Spring, our Comprehensive Plan (formerly called
the strategic plan) was submitted to the Department of
Education in February and was approved. This plan
will be our guide for the next six years as we continue
to work towards our goals that were established for the
District. As part of the collaborative meetings, the motto
Raising Expectation and Cultivating World Citizens was
developed based on our mission and vision statement.
ESCO
Things are underway with our ESCO (energy savings) project. The Building Envelope work was completed by the end of December 2013. Students and
staff immediately noticed that the drafts in the hallways and classrooms were greatly reduced. New sinks
were installed at the High School and these sinks are

equipped with sensor faucets and aerators. Lighting
was retrofitted and sensors were installed in numerous
areas. Work on the building controls has begun and
the construction of the High School entrance way will
begin after the students are dismissed for the summer.
YMCA
I am very excited about the District’s relationship with
the Centre County YMCA. We are on schedule to offer
the following programs beginning in the Fall of 2014:
After School Program- Grades K-6. Possible
times: 3:30 PM-6:30 PM.
Homework Help
Physical Activity
Snack
Centers or Clubs
Before School Program-Grades K-6. Possible
times 7:30 AM – 8:30 AM
Homework Help
Physical Activity
Evening Programs-There is a fee in order to participate in this program. Based on a survey of our
families’ interest lies in the following:
Reading, painting, theatre, and gymnastics
(receiving the most votes)
Recycling
Thank you to Mr. Stark, Maintenance Supervisor, and
Mrs. Savage, Science Teacher, for instating our recycling program for cardboard and paper. Since this program started this spring, we have seen a decrease in
the amount of trash being hauled away from the District.
Twitter
The
District
is
now
a Twitter account. You
Moshannon
Valley

experimenting
with
can follow us at
SD@MV_Knights.

School Wide Positive Behavior Support
Our Elementary School Wide Positive Behavior Interventions and Support Team has received
an accommodation from the State for meeting the
criteria for implementing the program with fidelity. We will be presented with the award in Hershey on May 28, 2014. Congratulations, team!
In closing, I would like to thank all of our students,
staff, families, and the community for the support
that I have been shown during the past three years.
This job is not possible unless there is support. I always ask the same question every time I make a
decision, “Is it good for children?” Wishing you a
restful, enjoyable summer and see you in the Fall!
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Notes from the High School Principal
Raising Expectations!
As the end of the school year approaches, I want you to
know how rewarding it has been to work with your students. I am proud of their academic accomplishments,
they have worked hard in their classes, behavior continues to improve, and they have demonstrated a passion
for life and school. I have seen first-hand that student
pride in being a Black Knight and Lady Damsel is growing! We recognize that character development occurs
at home as well as at school and would like to recognize
parents, guardians and families as well for their efforts.

I hope you will encourage your student to register for
AP classes and take part in the Leadership Book Study
to constantly challenge himself or herself academically.
On behalf of our entire staff, we hope you all have a great
summer. To all of our students and their families who
are moving on to new endeavors next fall, we wish you
the very best! To those of you who are returning, we look
forward to working with you and to serving you next fall.
Thanks,
Mr. Zesiger

I also would like to express my appreciation to all the faculty and parents this year. Your support and service has
helped enhance the educational experience for all of our
students. I have seen staff and parents working together to support students academically, at homecoming, at
prom, at the freshman dance, supporting the endless
fundraisers, at athletic events, at music events, with
the school play, and extra-curricular activities. Those
contributions provide valuable commodities in money,
time, transportation, support and advice – Thank you!
I want to stress that our passion to put children first
continues. We strive to treat them with dignity and
respect, and support their personal ambitions while
challenging them to higher academic goals. I am
proud that our community continues to demand higher academic rigor to better prepare our students for
their future, no matter what their future holds. We eagerly anticipate offering four more Advanced Placement (AP) courses in the fall, Literature, US History,
Calculus, and Chemistry to go along with Language
& Composition. Preparing our students for the challenges ahead and making sure they become contributing members of our community is important.
The Leadership Class encouraged students to take
charge of their actions and be responsible for correcting things they saw as important. Modifications and /
or discussions concerning the cell phone policy, the
student dress code, and our food and beverage operations resulted from their work, research and leadership. To continue this initiative, I would like to announce two things, first the leadership class will again
be offered next year and I am looking forward to working with a new group of our future leaders. Second, I
am planning to hold a leadership book study during the
summer, open to all students in grades 7-12. Those
that signed up will get a copy of the leadership book,
The 7 Habits of Highly Successful Teens and will meet
several times during the summer to discuss how the
leadership traits in the book can be applied to make
Moshannon Valley High School a better place for all.
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Leadership Student Samantha Matchock accepts an
award for the school district from the Pennsylvania Association of Rural and Small Schools and Penn
State’s Center on Rural Education and Communities.

Notes for the Assistant High School Principal
Moshannon Valley Jr.-Sr. High School 50th
Anniversary Celebration
The Moshannon Valley School District hosted a 50th
Anniversary of the current Jr. - Sr. High School building, which was constructed in 1963. The School
District held an “Open House” at the high school on
Sunday, May 25, 2014 from 2:00-5:00. The Moshannon Valley Alumni Association worked in conjunction
with the School District to host this event. The Anniversary celebration consisted of a building tour, review of building history, sharing of Moshannon Valley
memorabilia, and visiting fellow alumni, former faculty

and administration. Guest speakers included PA
State Representative Tommy Sankey, Retired Superintendent Don Evans, longtime MVSD Bigler
school board President and local historian Larry Kokoskie, and longtime MVHS history teacher
and local historian Dave Wulderk. Refreshments
will be provided. The event was a great success.

A brief history on the Moshannon Valley Jr.Sr. High School building:
The Houtzdale, Woodward, Brisbin (H.W.B.) Bigler Township, and Moshannon Joint (Madera) High
Schools were the foundation of our current school
district. In 1955 a jointure was formed between
these local schools called the Moshannon Valley
Area School District. The current building was constructed at its current location in Amesville in 1963.

AMVETS:
Congratulations to Angel Lefebvre, 10th Grade, for
winning 1st place in the AMVETS Essay contest, titled
“What the American Flag means to me...” Angel’s essay was submitted by AMVETS Post 159. As winner
of the contest, Angel will be attending the State Americanism / AADAA Awards ceremony on Saturday, June
28th at the AMVETS State Convention in Pittsburgh.

Notes from the Elementary School Principal
It is finally spring after a very long winter.
Many
noteworthy
events
have
taken
place at the Elementary in the spring of 2014.
The School Wide Positive Behavioral Support team
and students have once again been acknowledged
by the state as being a Banner School. Faculty and
Staff continue to work on making sure the students
who follow school and bus rules are acknowledged
and recognized. In this process, the State has recognized Moshannon Valley Elementary to be a leader
in making our school the best school possible. The
end of year SWPBS rewards were the Kindergarten
through Grade Three Ice Cream Social (May 14th) and
the Fourth through Sixth Grade Top Hat and Principal’s Award Spaghetti Dinner (May 21st). We would
like to thank all local vendors, parents, and participants who have helped to make these events happen.
The Elementary PTO’s successful fundraising along
with a gracious donation from the Moshannon Valley School Board has made it possible for the PTO to
purchase and begin constructing an additional playground area. The new playground will be built in early June and should be open to the public during the

third week of June. The addition will offer more activities to older students and double the size of the current playground. I want to say thank you to all who
have participated in fundraising and construction.
One of our teachers, Bethany Thompson, qualified
and participated in the Boston Marathon on Monday,
April 21st. Students were able to follow her progress
on the internet and were able to watch her cross the
finish line. On April 14th, the faculty and students
surprised Mrs. Thompson with a send- off during the
Relay Recess kickoff assembly. Way to go Bethany!!!
Trout Unlimited recently worked with sixth grade students in the classroom in an effort to develop the understanding of water quality in the region and ways
to protect and improve our water systems. Students
also learned about abandoned mine drainage and
how to remove metals from the water. The students
then traveled to passive remediation ponds that assist with cleaning water from the abandoned mines.
By cleaning this water, the Susquehanna Watershed is cleaned and allows animals, plants and macro-invertebrates the clean water needed to thrive.
Students have participated in a variety of field trips this
spring. Kindergarten enjoyed a day at Slinky Action Zone,
First Grade visited Vale Wood Farms, Second Grade explored Lincoln Caverns, Third Grade toured Parker Dam
State Park, Fourth Grade traveled to the Jaffa Shrine
Circus, Fifth Grade went to the Altoona Curve game,
and Sixth Grade spent a day at Del Grosso’s Amusement Park. I would like to take this opportunity to thank
the PTO for all they do to make our field trips possible.
Students completed many end of year evaluation projects such as PSSA, DIBELS, CDT, and 4Sight testing. Teachers and students worked hard on these exams and it reflects in their work. Sixth grade students
painted the Action Mural outside of the art room, while
third graders created an Earth Day mural using recycled lids brought in by staff and students. The elementary school also began a recycling program. Mrs.
Sherba’s students collected recyclables on a weekly
basis to place in our new outdoor recycling bins. This
has reduced the amount of waste by a large margin.
A change in the spring schedule was Sixth Grade orientation to the high school. In an effort to make Sixth
Grade orientation more meaningful, the orientation
was moved from a spring date to Tuesday, August 19th
from 6:00-8:00 PM. Students and parents / guardians
will meet in the auditorium for an introduction. They will
receive student schedules, a new student orientation
packet, and follow a simulated bell schedule to have an
opportunity to meet teachers, find their way, find their
Elementary School Principal
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locker, and ask any questions they may have. Families
will receive a reminder phone call several days before,
and an announcement will be placed on the district
website. Sixth grade graduation is
on June 5th at 7PM in the Monte E.
Close Gymnasium. The last day of
school for students is June 6th . Dismissal is at 1:15PM. Have a great
summer.

First Annual MAPS Volleyball Tournament
Participants Spike Out Drug and Alcohol Use

Thank you,
Mr. Dibert

Seventeen teams competed in the tournament, which
began at 2:45. The final game, played between “Team
O’Doyle” (Kelley McCully, Luther Harlow, Justin Kitko,
Kyle, Kerry, and Lauren O’Donnell) and “Tickled Pink”
(Stewart Majewsky, Dillion Hauck, Tyler Travis, Caleb
McClelland, Stephen Howell, and Nicholas Krupa) was
played around 8:30 PM, with the underdogs, “Tickled
Pink” walking out of the gymnasium as champions.
Fullington Bus Company donated a plaque for the
event, which features the team’s post-game photo.
It can be viewed currently in the main office, but will
eventually find a home in the trophy display case.

Math Option 2013
Mrs. Jean Nevling

Eight Seventh Grade girls attended Math Options 2014
on May 13. Math Options is a math and science career
day sponsored by Penn State DuBois. Through workshops, activities, and problem-solving sessions, Math
Options 2014 provided an opportunity for students to
learn more about math and science related careers.
The program included sessions led by professional
women in nontraditional careers. They demonstrated
“real world” perspectives of math, science, and engineering. The students were given career information
and the range of possibilities for study in these fields.
The following Seventh Grade girls participated in the
workshop: Chloe Blake, Harley Hummel, Emma Kitko,
Olivia Kitko, McKenzie McCoy, Tess Randolph, Paige
Tiesi, and Jessica Yarger.

Yearbook News
Mr. Kowalcyk
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Yearbook Sales will stop May 31st. You may still order
a yearbook one of two ways. First, you can order
online by going to the High School website and clicking on the Yearbook image in the center of the page.
You may also choose a second option by sending in a
check made out to MVHS. Your child will have to stop
by Mr. Kowalcyk’s room to provide some information.
The current cost of the Yearbook is $69.00.
If your child will be a senior next year, he or she
may want to consider getting their portrait picture
done over the summer. Portrait pictures must be orientated “vertically” and not “horizontally”. We need
all portrait pictures no later than the Thursday before Thanksgiving. We will also be asking seniors for
their baby picture prior to the end of November 2014.
The Yearbook Staff can take a picture of any senior
who needs a picture taken. Finally, we will notify parents / guardians who have seniors and want to submit a Senior Tribute after we return from Christmas.
For those of you who ordered a Yearbook this year
we will receive our yearbooks during late August and
will issue those yearbooks the second week of school.
We will also be conducting another Little Caesars fundraiser next year to help students earn their yearbook.

Math / Yearbook / MAPS

In collaboration with the Clearfield-Jefferson Drug
and Alcohol Commission, the Moshannon Valley
Assistance Program for Students hosted a volleyball tournament on Friday, April 4th, 2014 to heighten awareness of the detriments of using drugs
and alcohol and provide a safe event for students.

The MAPS student focus group, consisting of representatives in grades 9-12, was instrumental in planning the tournament. Aside from providing the name
for the tournament, “When in Doubt, Spike It Out,” and
creating signs for the event, they also were the brains
behind setting up Wii stations with MarioKart and Just
Dance games in the cafeteria as an alternate activity.
Also a hit was the photo booth provided by Keepsake
Photography. The CJDAC prevention team provided
games to promote awareness of the effects of drug
and alcohol use on teens. Door prizes were given
away including coupons, gift cards, and an iPad Mini.
The MAPS team would like to thank the following sponsors for their generous contributions which made this
event possible: Cathy’s Claws, DelGrosso’s, Superintendent DeVecchis-Kerr and the Moshannon Valley
school board, Moshannon Valley Super Bowl, Snappy’s
of Houtzdale, Country Café, Pizza Hut of Philipsburg,
McDonald’s of Philipsburg, The Pipe and Pistol, Robbie’s
Hair Care, Lia’s of Houtzdale, Fullington Bus Company,
Keepsake Photography, Clearfield-Jefferson Drug and
Alcohol Commission, and Cen-Clear Child Services.

Nurse’s Notes

Sun protection can be achieved with these few steps:

With the end of the school year quickly approaching,
we are all looking forward to summer vacation. However, it’s never too soon to plan for next school year.

 Avoid the strongest rays of the day 10AM – 4 PM

Please Note the Following:

 Avoid sun tanning and tanning beds

Immunizations:
For school Year 2014-2015, seventh grade students
are required to have one dose of meningococcal and
one Tdap as well as a second varicella (chickenpox) vaccine. Students must be able to show proof
of immunizations to begin school on the first day.

Dentals:
Students in 3rd and 7th grades are required to have
dental exams. Students currently in grades 2 and 6
will be getting a Private Dentist’s Report form in the
mail. This form should be completed over the summer
and turned into the nurse’s office for next school year.

Physicals:

 DO NOT burn

 Generously apply sunscreen about 15 -30
minutes before going out
 Wear protective clothing
 Seek shade
 Use extra caution when near water, snow and
sand
 Reapply sunscreen after sweating or
swimming
Be a good role model for your children by consistently
wearing sunscreen with an SPF 30 or better, use sunglasses and limit your time in the sun. Be SUNWISE

HAVE A GREAT SUMMER AND SEE YOU NEXT
YEAR

All students in kindergarten, 6th and 11th grades are
required to have physicals. Students currently in Jessica Canner , RN, CSN
grades 5 & 10 will receive a Private Physician’s Re- Tonya Lewis , LPN
port form in the mail. This form should be completed
over the summer an turned into the nurse’s office.
Allergies and Medications:
As more students are coming to school with allergies
/ medications we would like to remind parents that we
need to have written verification from a doctor on or
before the first day of school. If your child falls into this
category please contact your school nurse for further
information.

Sun Safety:
Overexposure to the sun is a significant health risk

to everyone, especially children. Children are of particular concern since continuous exposure to the sun during
their youth puts them at risk for skin cancer later in life.
Protecting skin and eyes during the first 18 years of your
life can reduce the risk of skin cancer by 78%. Premature aging of the skin is one of the most obvious effects
of over exposure to the sun. Other effects from unprotected exposure to the sun include skin damage, eye
damage, immune system suppression and skin cancer.
Although the sun is our primary source of Vitamin D, it
only takes a short time to get all the Vitamin D we need.

Nurse’s Notes
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What is Close Reading? A Quote From Dr.
Douglas Fisher
“A close reading is a careful and purposeful reading. Well actually, it’s rereading. It’s a careful and
purposeful rereading of a text. It’s an encounter with
the text where students really focus on what the author had to say, what the author’s purpose was, what
the words mean, and what the structure of the text
tells us. Close reading requires that students actually think and understand what they are reading.”
As high school students tackle more and more challenging pieces of writing, it becomes more important to
slow down and really read for understanding. That is
the essence of Close Reading. It is the reading of a text
multiple times, often with a pencil or highlighter, slowly
and carefully so that the text can be meaningful and the
reader can take something away from it. First let’s look
at what the common qualities of a good reader are.
Good Readers:
•Are reactive and responsive to the text
•Are not speed readers nor read word…for…word
•Predict what will happen next
•Connect reading to what they already know
•Form a mental image while they read
•“Self-question” while they read
•Check for understanding while they read
•Summarize, interpret, and think about what they
are reading
What Can Parents Do To Help?
1. Supply and read more non-fiction books at
home. Have fun with it!
2. Look for books and/or opportunities to engage in
text that explains (newspapers, magazines, directions for putting things together, and controversial
global issues).
3. Discuss the authors’ purposes for their writing
and possible biases.
4. Demand evidence in everyday discussions, disagreements, and debates (What makes you think
that?)
5. Teach healthy debate- allow for disagreements
with sufficient evidence.
6. Read multiple books on the same topic.
7. Use academic and higher level language when
speaking.
8. Model Close Reading yourself!
Source: International Reading Association
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Reading Tips

MV Drama Club News:
Congratulations to all the actors and crew on a very
successful show and to the community for its overwhelming support of our trip “Back to the 80’s”. Kudos
to senior Olivia Cutler and junior Kameron Swoope
on their nominations for an ISAAC award presents
by the Altoona Community Theatre. Final award determinations were made on May 25th during the
award ceremony at the historic Mischler Theatre.

Every Day by David Levithan
Top Ten Summer Reads for
Teens

Kill Me Softly by Sarah Cross
Code Name Verity by Elizabeth
Wein
Butter by Erin Jade Lange
The False Prince by Jennifer A.
Nielsen
Crewel by Gennifer Albin

Insurgent by Veronica Roth
Mrs. Kate Bacher, Literacy Coach

Pushing the Limits by Katie
McGarry
Gina Webb-Hockey

Poison Princess by Kresley
Cole

Our Third Grade class made recycling projects out
of any items of their choice. Some included wind
chimes made from an old rake or old keys, empty
drinking containers into pencil holders, bird feeders, plant pots, monsters or animals out of boxes
and yogurt cups, wind mills, hand wash and even
a wrestling ring out of a shoe box and shoe laces.

The Raven Boys by Maggie
Stiefvater

Top Ten Summer Books & 3rd Grade
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Fifth Graders Visit Black Moshannon State Park
Fifth Grade students at the Moshannon Valley Elementary School took an environmental field trip
to Black Moshannon State Park on April 25th. The
trip was sponsored by the Central Pennsylvania
Source Water Alliance for Protection (Central PA
SWAP). Many students from Clearfield and Centre County schools participated in this all-day event.
Students were divided into groups. The groups
then rotated through various learning stations setup throughout the park. These stations included:
•

How Drinking Water is Made

•

Stream Exploration-Macro Invertebrates

•

What Happens to Water after it Goes Down
the Drain

•

Watersheds and Water Pollutant Sources

•

How Groundwater is Recharged

•

Fish Ecology

The students, who kept the leaders busy with many
questions, said they enjoyed learning how to keep water sources clean for future generations. Although the
weather was chilly, it never rained, and students got a
day of exercise as they hiked from station to station.
The students and teachers from the three Fifth Grade
classes at Moshannon Valley Elementary School want
to give a special ‘thank-you’ to officials of the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources (DCNR), Pennsylvania Department of Environment Protection (DEP), Pennsylvania Fish and Boat
Commission and the Central Pennsylvania Source Water Alliance for Protection for this educational field trip.

Seventh Graders Design Display Case to Augment
Reading Assignment
For their final project, 7th graders designed a display based on the novel, Full Tilt. These students
worked diligently on this project and it shows!
Sixteen-year-old Blake has always been the responsible one in his dysfunctional family -- the one who
drives safely, gets good grades, and looks after his
wild younger brother, Quinn. Quinn is his brother’s
opposite -- a thrill-seeker who’s always chasing the
next scary rush, no matter what the cost. But Quinn
and Blake are in for the surprise of their lives when
they’re thrust into the world of a bizarre phantom carnival -- and their souls are the price of admission.
In order to save his brother, and himself, Blake must
survive seven different carnival rides before dawn.
Seven rides...it sounds easy. But each ride is full of
unexpected dangers, because each ride is a reflection of one of Blake’s deepest fears. And the last
ride is the worst one of all. Because that’s the one
that confronts Blake with a terrifying secret from his
past -- a secret he’s been running from for years.
Each ride and its transformation are represented in this case by a small group taking one different ride/part of the park. Other additions were
things mentioned in the book, and we added
our own ideas of concession stands and games.
Mrs. Cover

Fifth Grade Teachers: Mrs. Harpster, Mrs. Ivory, &
Mrs. Swartz
MoValley Fifth
Grade students
learn how drinking water is
made.

Students from Mrs. Cover’s Seventh Grade English Class proudly stand in front of the display they
made while reading the book, Full Tilt.
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Fifth & Seventh Grade

CCCTC Students Pitch To Help Habitat for Humanity
The students at CCCTC are once again busy helping build their 6th house for Habitat for Humanity. The Masonry students, with the guidance of
their instructor Michael Skupien, have just completed the foundation of 4th Street in Clearfield.
The Habitat crew, led by John Farr, Regional President
of Habitat for Humanity, is now constructing the floor
which will be followed by Greg Barger’s Carpentry students constructing the shell for the house. The students
have pre-built the outside and inside walls for installation. After the shell of the house is finished Mr. Jack
Rumfola’s Electrical call will begin the electrical wiring.
This project is a joint effort between the CCCTC
Students and Habitat for Humanity. The house allows the students to have “on the job” experience
while doing volunteer work for the community.
The house is a win / win situation for Habitat, the
students, the school, the community and especially for the new homeowner. Through donations
such as Swisher Concrete Products donating the
block, special fundraising events held by Habitat, and the great volunteers; the new family can
have a new house to live in at a reasonable cost.

The Spring Choral Concert was held on May 21, 2014.
Families and community members came together to
celebrate the warm weather and enjoy the music provided by the Jr. High and Sr. High Choirs. Mr. Sproull
commented on how lucky he is to have several talented
pianist among his students, as well as his guest pianist,
Superintendent, Mrs. DeVecchis-Kerr

Holly R. Ryan
Adult Education / Marketing Coordinator
CCCTC

CCCTC
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